CHAPTER X.

ILLUSIONS   OF  MEMORY.

THUS far we have "been dealing with Preservative Illu-
sions, that is to say, with the errors incident to the
process of what may roughly be called presentative
cognition. We have now to pass to the consideration
of Representative Illusion, or that kind of error which
attends representative cognition in so far as it is im-
mediate or self-sufficient, and not consciously based on
other cognition. Of such immediate representative
cognition, memory forms the most conspicuous and
most easily recognized variety. Accordingly, I pro-
ceed to take up the subject of the Illusions of
Memory.1

The mystery of memory lies in the apparent im-
mediateness of the mind's contact with the vanished
past. In "looking back " on our life, we seem to our-
selves for the moment to rise above the limitations of

1 Errors of memory have sometimes been called " fallacies," as, for
example, by Dr. Carpenter (Human Physiology, ch. x.). While pre-
ferring the term " illusion," I would not forget to acknowledge my
indebtedness to Dr. Carpenter, who first set me seriously to consider
the subject of mnemonic error.